Old and new inotropic drugs.
An ideal cardiotonic agent should improve cardiac contractility and increase the oxygen supply to various tissues without inducing tachycardia, arrhythmias, decrease in coronary blood flow or increment in oxygen requirements of the myocardium. It should also be safe and orally active and have a persistent action. The aim of this paper is to describe various positive inotropic drugs at our disposal. The hemodynamic effects and the indications of adrenaline, noradrenaline, isoprenaline, dopamine, dobutamine and cardiac glycosides are presented first. Then several new promising orally active compounds are discussed.